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   Thank you.

  Tracy Hoover

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and students of
the Department of Agricultural and Extension
Education I bring you greetings and best
wishes.  I hope this newsletter finds you in
good health and having an enjoyable summer.
I would like to share with you our
accomplishments for the 2006-07 year and
highlight some major items we will be
addressing in year 2007-08.

Our faculty, staff, and students continue to be
recognized and rewarded for their
accomplishments.  One example is in the
area of extramural funding. Last year our
faculty secured approximately $3.1 million in
external funding. This level of scholarship
allows us to remain competitive, meet
clientele needs, and continue to deliver high
quality educational and outreach
programming and maintain exemplary
research agendas.

Several individuals were recognized for their
accomplishments and contributions.
Wilmara Harder, AEE Doctoral Candidate
and Jacqueline Pratt, L DEV
Undergraduate, received the 2007 W.
LaMarr Kopp International Achievement
Award in the Graduate Student and
Undergraduate Student Divisions,
respectively. The LaMarr Kopp Award, a
university level award, honors those who have
gone above and beyond their normal duties
or boundaries to promote and enhance
internationalization at Penn State. David
Bittner, AEE undergraduate, also received
an Honorable Mention in the W. LaMarr Kopp
International Achievement Award,
Undergraduate Division.  Javier Moreno,
one of our AEE undergraduates, received the
Penn State Agricultural Council Youth
Leadership Award.

 Steve Miller (AG ED ’83 M.Ed) was co-
nominated by our department and the
department of Food Science for a College
of Agricultural Sceince Outstanding Alumni
Award and will recieve this award in October
2007. Steve is an agricultural science
instructor at Conrad-Weiser High School,
Robesonia, PA.

James Mortensen retired June 30th after
35 years of service to the College as
Associate Dean for Undergraduate
Education and Professor of Agricultural and
Extension Education.

Kenyan Cattell and Sherri Taylor joined
our department to fill two staff positions this
past spring.

During November of 2007, our department
will move into the Ferguson Building. This
move will meet the needs of our growing
department. We will update our web site with
new room numbers and contact information.

While this column highlights only a few
examples of our accomplishments,
additional evidence of our growth,
commitment, and creativity are included in
this edition of the newsletter.   Thank you for
your continued support and for keeping us
informed about important events in your life.
I wish you the best in 2007-08.  Our web site
http://agexted.cas.psu.edu/ provides a great
link to the department.
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Department Updates

Enrollment continues to grow for the
department.  There are approximately 58
undergraduates majoring in AEE, 33
undergraduates majoring in Ag Science, and
25 full-time graduate students.

AEE is Moving to Ferguson Building!

Resident Education Enrollment

The AEE Department is moving!  November
of  2007 the department will be moving to
the Ferguson Building.  The move will result
in more space.  Renovations of the building
are currently taking place in preparation for
the move.

Kenyan Cattell joined the department in
January.  Kenyan came to Penn State in
August 1998 after graduating from South Hills
Business School. Prior to joining our unit
Kenyan worked as the Undergraduate Staff
Assistant  in the Kinesiology Department in
the College of Health and Human
Development.  She lives in State College with
her daughter, Ayana.

Personnel Actions
New Faces

Partings

Dr. James Mortensen retired June 30, 2007.
Jim started working for the department in 1971.
He became a faculty member in 1973. Jim has
been affiliated with the department and the
College of Agricultural Sciences for nearly 35
years.  He will be missed and we wish him all
the best.

The Department has also hired two new part-
time employees, Susan Smith and Patricia
Hunt.  Susan serves as the Operation Military
Kids Project coordinator for our State 4-H
program and Patricia is working as our
undergraduate recruitment coordinator.

New Part-Time Faces

The department said goodbye to Debby
Mayes (Graduate Program and Department
Head Staff Assistant) in December and Debbie
Boyle (Financial Staff Assistant) in March.  Both
staff members assumed staff positions in the
Aerospace Department, College of
Engineering.  Marissa Coke, 4-H Program Staff
Assistant, also left the unit in July.  The
department wishes the three of them the very
best.

“I had a job that I loved doing and a job
that helped many people, when you have a
job like that every day  is a holiday.  When
you have a good retirement everyday is a
weekend, and when you have an extra good
retirement everyday is  Saturday nite.”

Raymond Jacobs, Jr.
Class of 1941 Ag Ed

Sherri Taylor joined the department this May.
She started at Penn State in August of 2006 as
a staff assistant in the Physics Department,
Eberly College of Science.  She lives in
Rebersburg with her husband and son.  She
enjoys gardening in her spare time.



Faculty and Staff Honors & Awards
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Dr. Rama Radhakrishna was the 2007
recipient of the Association for International
Agricultural and Extension Education
Outstanding  Achievement  Award.  The award
is presented to a member who has
demonstrated a combination of service,
leadership, and scholarly activity in international
agricultural and extension education for at  least
five years.

Ann Dodd recieved a grant from the Penn State
Laboratory for Public Scholarship and
Democracy, “Scholarship Informed by the
Community: Aligning Community Needs and
Student Research Projects”.  Jessica
Bagdonis, AEE Grad Student, provided
assistance on the project.

Kristina Ricketts received a grant from the
Penn State Laboratory for Public Scholarship
and Democracy  for “Enhancing Leadership
Instruction through Distance Education -- AEE
460: The Foundations of Leadership
Development”.

Kristina Ricketts received the Joan Luerssen
Faculty Enhancement  Fund/Horace T.
Woodward Faculty Development Fund  Award
to support professional development. Her
proposal for “Leading Change through
Professional Development: Certification of the
Kirton Adaptaion - Innovation Instrument” was
approved and funded for 2006-2007.

2006-07 COAS Seed Grant

A Comprehensive Survey of Zoonotic
Occupational Health Risks of Women in
Animal Agriculture by Rama Radhakrishna,
Bhushan Jayarao, and Kathy Brasier.

Nicole Webster was selected as a member of
the 2007 Germany Group Study Exchange
Program of the Rotary Foundation.  The four
week experience is a unique cultural and
vocational exchange opportunity for  business
and professional men and women between the
ages of 25 and 40 and in the early years of their
professional lives.  She served as part of a team
of five which was hosted by Germany’s
educational institutions, local and state
businesses, cultural sites, and governmental
agencies.

Phil Hoy  was the recipient of the 2007 AEE
Outstanding Staff Award.  This award
recognizes  AEE staff (exempt and non-exempt)
that support the department and have
demonstrated outstanding dedication and
commitment to the unit.

Patreese Ingram  and Jan Scholl were
recipients of the 2007 Epsilon Sigma Phi  State
Diversity Award for their work on the project
“Breads Around the World.”

National 4-H Council and the Annie E. Casey
Foundation awarded the PROSPER program
a $15,000 4-H Families Count: Family
Strengthening Award. PROSPER (PROmoting
School-community-university Partnerships to
Enhance Resilience) is an innovative model for
bringing scientifically-proven prevention
programs to communities to strengthen youth
and families. AEE faculty members Claudia
Mincemoyer and Daniel Perkins will accept
the award on behalf of the PROSPER team at
the 2007 National Association of 4-H Agents
Extension Annual Session.
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AEE Open House

Please mark October 6th on your calendar for an open house for our alumni.
Tracy Hoover has secured a block of 50 tickets to the Iowa-Penn State football
game.  Our Department’s 1,900+ alumni are invited to purchase
tickets ($50) and participate.    A tailgate luncheon ($15) will be held
in 301 Ag  Administration prior to the game.  Several faculty and
students will display posters depicting their scholarship.  See page 9
for more details and the order form.

Christy Bartley - Received the 2007 Epsilon
Sigma Phi Mid-Career Award.  This award
recognizes outstanding efforts and
accomplishments in developing, achieving and
sustaining diversity in Extension programs and/
or audiences.Cathy Bowen and Peter Kauffman received

the First Place Team Award for their entry
“Credit Cards and College”.  Their entry was in
the Educational Publications category.

Matthew Kaplan, Lynn James, and Nancy
Kiernan received the Program Excellence
Through Research Award.  The award
recognizes members as researchers and users
of research.

College of Agricultural Sciences -
Years of Service Awards

5-Years Award (PSU Pewter Letter
Opener):  Linda Fetzer, Tracy Hoover,
Deborah Mayes

15-Years Award (PSU Coaster Set with
Caddy): Claudia Mincemoyer

35-Years Award (Lion Shrine Pewter
Tray): James Mortensen

Excellence Fund

Public support for land-grant programs continues to diminish.  To maintain the quality of our
programs, we depend on the support of our alumni and friends.  Additional support will enable us
to enhance our education, research, and outreach programs.

Faculty and Staff Honors & Awards

For those interested in creating an endowment to support the Department of Agricultural and
Extension Education by establishing a faculty chair, a scholarship, or funding for research and
extension programs, please contact Dr. Tracy Hoover (814-865-1688; tsh102@psu.edu) or Mark
Sharer, Director of Development for the College of Agricultural Sciences (814-863-1168;
mts122@psu.edu).  We welcome gifts of cash and/or appreciated securities and are always
pleased to discuss the many options for long-term planned or estate giving.

The following faculty were recognized for their
acheivements at the 2006 annual meeting of
the National Extension Association of Family
and Consumer Sciences.
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2006-07 Graduates

Major Option Minor
Grim, Sarah E             AEE      PRODT     ANSCI

Degree
Kramer, Victoria L MS AEE
Shertzer, Stephanie MS AEE

Pontius, Krista L M Ed AEE

Hosgood, Rachael J M Ed YFE

Graduate Degrees 2006-2007

Summer 2006
Major Option Minor

Allen, Miranda V AEE PRODT EQ SC
Bechtel, Jennifer A AEE PRODT HORT
Bittner, David L AEE PRODT  INTAG
Domer, Stacie L AEE L DEV EQ SC
Grubb, Karen L AEE ENVSC ESOIL
Hoover, Holly A AEE PRODT
Mcintire, Janine F AEE PRODT
Moreno, Javier I AEE PRODT INTAG
Nace, Bernadette E AEE PRODT
Neely, Clark B AEE PRODT ANSCI
Peachey, Jessica E AEE PRODT HORT
Pomraning, Kimberly  AEE PRODT
Pratt, Jacqueline D AEE L DEV
Rubenstein, Eric D AEE PRODT CIVCM
Sankey, Laura L AEE PRODT ANSCI
Weber, Emily M AEE PRODT
Werley, Pamela S AEE PRODT

Anderson, Maria A AG SC AGRO
D’eramo, Daniel D AG SC ANSCI
Dice, Andrew J AG SC ANSCI
Geniviva, Channa R AG SC L DEV
Harper, Matthew T AG SC L DEV
Hollabaugh, Wayne A AG SC AG BM
Mcmillen, Katie L AG SC ANSCI
Strickler, Sally J AG SC
Weigand, Megan E AG SC P A S

Spring 2007

Major Option Minor
Lyons, Danielle N AEE L DEV

Deeter, Barbara R AG SC AGRO
Falkenhan, Adam D    AG SC AGRO
Mpofu, Chido              AG SC                  HORT

Fall 2006

Student Teaching

The following students completed student teaching during the Spring 2007 semester:

Miranda Allen Kutztown
Sharon Barbour Columbia Montour
Jennifer Bechtel Conrad Weiser
David Bitner Derry
Karen Grubb Garden Spot
Holly Hoover Lampeter Strasburg
Janine McIntare Williamsburg
Javier Moreno Lancaster Mennonite
Bernie Nace Newport

Clark Neely Athens
Jessica Peachey Mid-West
Eric Rubenstein Penn Manor
Laura Sankey Penns Manor
Jonathan Seaman Danville
Kimberly Pomraning Bellwood-Antis
Emily Weber Cowanesque Valley
Pamela Werley North Lebanon

Summer 2006

Undergraduate Degrees 2006-2007

                                  Degree
Faulkner, Paula E      Ph D AEE

Heindel, Jennifer E    M S AEE

Mordan, Benjamin R  M Ed AEE
Richwine, Carol L      M Ed AEE

Undergraduate Degrees 2006-2007

Degree
Boateng, John K         Ph D AEE

Fall 2006

Spring 2007
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Student Honors and Awards

David Bittner, a senior in AEE, was selected
as a 2007 W. Lamarr Kopp International
Achievement Award - Honorable Mention.

Wilmara Harder, AEE Ph. D. Candiate, was
selected as a 2007 Kozak Fellow through Phi
Delta Kappa as well as  the W. Lamarr Kopp
International Acheivement Award - Graduate.

Michael Woods (AEE) and Mark Lowery
(AEE) were selected as new Ag Advocates for
2007-08 for the College of Agricultural
Sciences.  Ag Advocates serve a critical role
in the College’s recruitment and retention
efforts.

Gamma Sigma Delta

On April 4, 2007, two individuals from the AEE
Department were inducted into the Penn State
Chapter of Gamma Sigma Delta.  Gamma
Sigma Delta is a national agricultural honorary
for seniors and graduate students that
demonstrate a high level of scholarship and
possess personal qualities which indicate
promise of noteworthy attainment in teaching,
research, or service in some field of agriculture.
Individuals inducted were undergraduate
Jacqueline Pratt outstanding senior and
graduate student Natalie Cabot.

Alpha Tau Alpha

Students majoring in Agricultural and Extension
Education who are enrolled as a junior or higher
standing and have a minimum of a 3.0 GPA are
eligible for membership.  The 2006 ATA  initiates
were:

Sharon Barbour   Kimberly Pomraning
Karlee Curatola   Eric Rubenstein
Terry Eversole   Melanie Sanborn
Kari Hess               Jonathan Seaman
Jenna Jasensky   Atchley Stackhouse
Alex Lauffer               Pam Werley
Jennie Maulfair   Mike Woods
LaToya McClellan    Charity Yeager
Jessica Peachey   Edward Zelinka
Mark Lowery

Jacqueline Pratt, AEE L Dev, was selected
as a 2007 Evan Pugh Scholar Award winner
(Senior) and the W. Lamarr Kopp International
Achievement Award - Undergraduate.

Several ATA members participated in the
National ATA Conclave, which was held in
conjunction with the National  FFA  Convention
in Louisville, Kentucky.  The quiz bowl and
debate teams both placed in the top five in their
respective competitions.  Advisors of the Penn
State ATA chapter are Tiffany Hoy and Tracy
Hoover.

The College of Agricultural Sciences, Gamma
Sigma Delta Undergraduate and Graduate
Annual Research Expo was held March 21-22,
2007.  There were 59 entries in the five award
categories.  The categories were
Undergraduate, Biological Sciences,
Environmental and Natural Sciences, Physical
and Engineering Sciences, and Social
Sciences.  Three AEE graduate students won
all the awards in the Social Science category.
Melanie Sanborn took first place with her
exhibit of Insights into Teaching Candidates
Perceptions of an Early Field Experience.
Jessica Hoyt placed second with her exhibit
of Life After Adoption: Caring for African
American Children’s Hair and Skin.  In third
place was Jennifer Heindel with her exhibit
of A Review of  the Volunteer Naturalist
Training Program.

Javier Moreno was selected for the College
of Agricultural Sciences  Ag Council Youth
Leadership Award.  This award is granted to
an individual who demonstrates outstanding
communication and advocacy skills,  shows
professionalism, good judgement, and serve
as a role model or mentor.  David Bittner, an
AEE student, recieved this award last year.
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The following awards were presented:

AEE Graduate Student  Association

71th Departmental Banquet

Collegiate FFA Awards

On April 26th, more than 60 students, faculty, staff, and supporters of the department gathered at
The Mars Room in East Halls for the annual department banquet.  Individuals were recognized
for their outstanding achievements and accomplishments through their involvement in Collegiate
FFA, Collegiate 4-H, Alpha Tau Alpha and the Graduate Student Association.  Dr. Gary Swan,
Director of Governmental Affairs and Communication, Division Pennsylvania Farm Bureau, gave
the keynote address.

Recognized members that participated in conferences, and who received awards or honors.

Liz Soltys - CFFA Work Horse
Ayla Detwiler - Outstanding Freshman
Alexandra Lauffer and Michael Woods - Outstanding Sophomore
Becky Detwiler - Outstanding Junior
Sonia Erb - Outstanding Senior
Dr. John Ewing and Cathy Graham - Outstanding Faculty/Staff Awards
Melanie Sanborn and Nancy Dewally - Honorary Member Award

Collegiate 4-H Awards

Bernadette Nace - Outstanding 1st Year Member Award
Jessica Peters - Outstanding Member Award
Jackie Bruce - Advisor Recognition

Recognized graduating members and fall initiates.

Collegiate 4-H Spreads Cheer
The 2006 year began with the election of new Collegiate 4-H officers.
With a whole new slate, the club set out to implement and participate
in many community service and professional development events.
They had the opportunity to help out at the Pennsylvania 4-H Leadership Conference, help collect
items for the Second Mile Summer Camp and visit the Huntingdon 4-H County Council where
they conducted leadership workshops for the teen leaders. Collegiate 4-H did their fair share of
fundraising and recreation with such events as the Krispy Kreme Fundraiser and Hike up Mt.
Nittany.
The Collegiate 4-H ended the 2006 year by sending 34 boxes of goodies away to our military
troops as a result of their Annual Boxes of Cheer event. The Boxes of Cheer event spanned
several weeks as supplies and goods were collected all over campus. Club members, along
with a few visitors, packed large boxes full of supplies and goodies to brighten the holiday season
for our much deserving troops.

Alpha Tau Alpha
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Alumni News
 1990s

 1980s

 1940s

 2000s

Mary Honablew (Ag Science, ‘05, B.S.) is finishing
an internship at the Rodale Institute.  Two of her
intern journals are published on their website, which
is located at their Newfarm.org website for organic
famers.
www.newfarm.org/columns/intern/2006/0506/
honablew.shtml

www.newfarm.org/columns/intern/2006/1006/
honablew.shtml

Kevin Bevenour (Ag Science, ‘91, B.S.) married
Stefanie Cram (Secondary Ed, Math, ‘96) in July
2005.  They had a baby girl, Amanda, in May 2006.

LTC John Lemondes (Ag Science, ‘87, B.S.)
Product Manager for Clothing and Individual
Equipment for the US Army.  New family addition
Olivia June was born 1/18/05.

Nancy Veres-Clarke (Ag Science, ‘89, B.S.) is
the Rural Development Manger, USDA Rural
Development in Sturgis, South Dakota.

Dr. Charles A. Darrah (Ag Education, ‘49, B.S.)
passed away in 2006.

Raymond Jabobs Jr. (Ag Education, ‘41, B.S.),
was employed by the USDA, in New Jersey,
Deleware, and Maryland.  Has been retired for 26
years.  He and Evelyn celebrated their 63 wedding
anniversary and are blessed with 2 children and
5 grandchildren.  He will be 87 years old.

Katie Doyle Parsell (Youth and Family Education,
‘05, M. Ed.) In May 2005 she married her husband
Scott and moved to Indianapolis.  She originally
worked for Ball State University as a Counselor of
the Project Gear Up in the public school system.
She now works as an Extension Educator in 4-H
Development for Purdue University.  She loves her
job!

Laura Bennett (Ag Education, Environmental
Option; ‘04, B.S.) She married hometown
sweetheart Andrew Mayer on December 10th, 2006.
She recently accepted a new postion as Director of
the TWEP (Tuscarora Wildlife Education Program)
Environmental Center in Mercersburg.  She went
through this program as a child and always wanted
to work at it growing up.

Edward Wenschof Jr. (Ag Education, ‘88, B.S.)
He received his M.S. in 1997 from Shippensburg
University in GeoEnvironmental Studies.  He is
the Chief Ranger, Natural Resources and
Protection, National Park Services, Antietam,
Nebraska.

 1950s

Robert Griffith (Ag Education, ‘50, B.S.)
passed away on February 23, 2006.

Rachel (Rihl) Onuska (Ag Education, ‘03, B.S.;
minor in International Agriculture)  She has accepted
a position with the International Partnership for
Human Development in the Central African
Republic.  One program on which she will be
working and is excited about is expanding and
strengthening the Ag program at the recently built
Vo-Tech school in the capital city.

 1960s

Adiel de la Cruz Balam Chan (Ag Science, ‘62,
B.S., Horiculture, ‘63, B.S.)  He is now retired from
teaching agricultural courses at Campeche
University, Mexico, teaching English for CBTLS1
(21 yrs), Director of Xmuch’halton Botanical
Garden (18 yrs) and finally sold his nursery to
totally retire.  He has three sons; 40, 39, and 21.
He is a member and past president of the Rotary
Club District 419 of Campeche.



Name:
PSU Class Year &
Major (if applicable):

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Home Phone: Business Phone: E-Mail:

Special Football Seating Needs: Wheelchair Other (please explain)

Dietary Needs (please explain):

Other Necessary Accommodations (please explain):

Name(s) as you wish it to appear on name badge (please print or type):

ACTIVITY NUMBER PRICE AMOUNT
Saturday, October 6, 2007*
Football Tickets (Block Seating)
Iowa vs. Penn State

Tailgate Lunch (2.5 hrs prior to game)

Order Total

*Football ticket orders (limit of 2 tickets) will be processed on a first-come basis.  Kick off to be announced in
mid-September.  Please see http://www.gopsusports.com/Football/schedules/athleticschedule.cfm

NOTES:  All persons, regardless of age, must have a ticket to enter Beaver Stadium.
You will receive written confirmation of your registration.
Tickets will be distributed at the Open House in 301A  Ag. Admin. Building on game day during the
tailgate lunch.

Make Checks Payable to “Penn State University” and mail form to:

Kenyan Cattell, Department of Ag. & Extension Education
323 Ag. Administration Building, University Park, PA  16802

(Tel:  814-865-1688; Fax:  814-863-4753: E-mail:  kbc106@psu.edu)

Open House Reservations Must Be Received By:
September 10, 2007

$15.00

2007 AEE Open House
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$50.00
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This publication is available in alternative media on request.

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities,
admission, and employment without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as
determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic and work
environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits discrimination and harassment
against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual
orientation, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania
State University. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania State
University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901, Tel 814-865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY.



Alumni News:   We Want to Hear from You!
Dept. of Agricultural and Extension Education, Attn:  Alumni Newsletter,
The Pennsylvania State University, 323 Ag Administration Building, University Park, PA 16802

Go to our Web site at http://aee.cas.psu.edu and click on “Send us your news” at the bottom of
the page.

or

Mail

to:

Name ___________________________________________________________________________
Class of _________________  Degree(s) & Major __________________________________________
Home Address _____________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________ State ___________  Zip Code ______________
Home Telephone (______)____________________________________________________________

E-mail  Address  _________________________________________________________________________________

Your News:  New positions, promotions, degrees, births of children, recognitions, retirements, marriages, etc.
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Department of Agricultural and Extension Education
College of Agricultural Sciences
The Pennsylvania State University
323 Ag. Administration Building
University Park, PA  16802
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